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News from the Copper Country Humane Society
In loving Memory
CCHS Mascot - Cody

ALL IN THE FAMILY

I am writing to express our awesome experiences with
adoption through The Copper Country Humane
Society. Our yellow lab, Tucker, passed away about a
year ago, and with heavy hearts we laid him to rest. I
should say I'm not a huge animal person; with four
kids, a business and household to run, they add some
extra work into the mix. But when you lose a pet that
has filled your heart for so many years, it leaves an
empty hole in your life. So, my husband, who is
definitely the dog lover, started scouring the internet
and CCHS. After a few months we decided to adopt.
We visited the shelter and saw all these wonderful
creatures, but had to find one who didn't seem to mind
our four year old son. When we met Finn (formerly
Huckleberry), we new he was the one. He is the most
wonderful dog. He’s playful, silly, so gentle, and loves
to nuzzle. He rarely barks, and he listens like no dog
I've had before. While he is definitely my husband's
dog, he is so great with the rest of the family,
especially our four year old.
I'd also like to add that Finn
is a work dog. He goes to
work with my husband every
day and greets the
customers, many of whom
stop in just to see him! He
does modeling for our
products as well. If you get a
chance, stop in and say hi.
I'm sure you will be greeted
with "Finn-kisses" because
this guy is full of them!
This leads me to our second
adoption with CCHS. My daughter turned 17 recently.
She had been asking for a cat for years, but my
husband was not a fan of cats, and I'm allergic to them.
But, again, after seeing so many animals that needed
homes, my husband asked if we should get her a kitty.
The only advice I gave them was to pick a cute sweet

one. Almost immediately, he found Galaxy! He and
my other daughter went meet Galaxy and brought him
home! At first he stayed under my daughter’s bed for a
week. I was beginning to worry he was going to be a
shy cat, but boy, was I wrong. This little guy is so
playful and rambunctious, and he and Finn get along
great. Galaxy loves to play with his ears, and Finn
seems to like the attention. Our four year old loves to
carry him around and drag yarn for him to chase. I
thought my son would have a couple more scratches by
now, but this kitty seems to understand that he is a
child and is gentle with his claws. Galaxy cuddles up
with everyone and sneaks into our room almost every
night to sleep in our bed. I'm not sure if it's to curl up
with the dog or my husband, but whatever the case,
they all seem happy.
I hope this helps anyone who is on the fence when
considering adoption to go for it! Even though the pet
dander and fur give me some issues, I would not trade
these two animals for anything! They have brought so
much joy, laughter, and comfort into our home and are
definitely a part of our family. I can't wait to see what
the future has in store.
P.S. My guess is another dog!

Brenda Hoffman & Family of 8

Ambush makeovers donated
by Pup Town Grooming for
some very deserving dogs
rescued by CCHS!

The Back Story on Backyard Breeding
Of the millions of dogs who enter shelters/rescues each year, two-thirds
come from backyard breeding. Backyard breeding is largely
responsible for the dog over-population crisis in the U.S. Backyard
breeders deliberately breed dogs for money and typically let their dogs
continue to breed, often at the expense of the dog’s health, hygiene, and
care.
CCHS deals with the problems associated with backyard breeding on a
daily basis. We get owner surrendered animals that originally came
from a backyard breeder. Puppies come to us that breeders are unable
to sell and no longer want due to health issues that are often a result of
inbreeding. We recently rescued15 adult dogs who came from a home
that bred Shih Tzus for years. These breeding dogs had urine and fecessoaked fur that was horribly matted. They had a host of medical issues
including dental and eye problems that resulted from years of poor
care. All of the dogs needed veterinary care, grooming, and 12 of the
15 needed to be sterilized.
When PupTown Grooming heard about these sweet dogs, they stepped
in and gave ALL 15 dogs the best “ambush” makeover ever! Suzanne
Gaspardo, Cheri Laux, and Bobbie Schaaf spent over 12 hours bathing
and grooming these pups and getting them ready for their new homes.
Not only did these dogs get a marvelous makeover, they also received
another wonderful gift. Donna and John Karvonen from Allouez
Automotive and Bobbie from Bobbie’s Small Dog Boarding and
PupTown Grooming made gift baskets that included beds, blankets,
toys, treats, sweaters, collars and leashes for all 15 dogs!
We would like to thank everyone involved for their incredible donation
of time, grooming talents, supplies, and gifts. Thank you to the CCHS
staff and volunteers for transporting all of these dogs for grooming and
vet care. You changed the lives of these sweet Shih Tzus. They now
get to enjoy life as loved pets instead of breeding machines. We would
also like to thank everyone for their support! Together we make a
huge difference for the animals we help!
So what can you do to stop backyard breeding? Simply, don’t buy a
pet, ADOPT! If you love animals and are ready to care for a cat or a
dog for the rest of the animal’s life, please adopt from your local
animal shelter. There you will find dogs and cats galore, tails wagging
and hearts filled with hope just waiting to find someone to love.
Shelters receive new animals every day, so if you don’t find the perfect
companion to match your lifestyle on your first visit, keep checking
back. When you find “the one” you will be so glad that you chose to
save a life!

Every animal dreams of their own
Home for the Holidays.

Help make their dreams come true. ADOPT!
Give a big U.P. welcome to 12 fabulous felines! They came to us from Allegan
Shelter, and we are so happy to have them. These cuties had a super long day
being transported from lower Michigan, but instead of being scared or
grumpy, all they wanted was to give head bops and purrs. They have all
adjusted quite well to being with us at CCHS, but now it is time to find them
loving homes…for the holidays. Here are just a few of these sweet kitties who
are looking for new homes.

Cherrio

Tally

Jewel

China

Making a difference in so many amazing ways!

Thank you!

This fantastic group of
Michigan Technological
University students
helped scrub the shelter
from floor to ceiling just
because they care.
Thank you so much for
all your help!

Raffle Drawing - December 8, 2019
Local Artist, Dave Stimac of Nature’s Way
Woodworking and his wife Diana, donated their 13th
hand crafted Birdseye maple coffee table to CCHS to
use as a fundraiser. Tickets are available for this
$4,000 table at the CCHS Animal Shelter, Ford
Forestry Center in Alberta, Michigan, and The Hilltop
Restaurant in L’Anse, where the table is proudly
displayed. You can also call CCHS if you would like
to buy tickets. Special thanks to Dave & Diana for
their incredible donation and to everyone who
purchased tickets.

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of the price of
eligible purchases to the charitable organizations
selected by customers. CCHS is registered to
receive donations at org.amazon.com. Simply go
to Amazon Smile and choose the Copper Country
Humane Society and start shopping!
You shop! Amazon gives!

www.smile.amazon.com

The “We Care We Share”
program goes throughout the
entire year, so please continue
to save all your Econo Foods receipts for
CCHS. Econo Foods donates 1% of the total
dollar amount of the receipts submitted on behalf
of CCHS. You can mail your receipts, bring them
to the shelter, or even just drop them off at any
CCHS event. IT ALL ADDS UP to an incredible
donation to CCHS by Econo Foods. THANK
YOU ECONO FOODS for sharing and caring
for our animals, and to everyone who saves
receipts for CCHS!

A Night of Great Comedy
to Benefit CCHS!
Orpheum Theater, Hancock
Saturday, January 18, 2020
Show starts at 8PM - Doors Open at 7PM

Special thanks to Houghton Community
Broadcasting for sponsoring “Raise the
Woof” and to the Orpheum Theater for
hosting our event.
Thank you all for your support!

Make a Choice, Sponsor a Pet, Support CCHS
COPPER COUNTRY
HUMANE SOCIETY IS NOW
ENROLLED
We are pleased to announce that the Copper Country Humane Society (CCHS) is now part of
Thrivent Financial’s Thrivent Choice® program. By directing Choice Dollars®, eligible Thrivent
members can recommend that CCHS receive charitable funding from Thrivent. If you have
Choice Dollars available, please consider directing them to the Copper Country Humane Society.
We plan to use Thrivent Choice funding to care for the animals at the CCHS shelter. To learn
more about Thrivent Choice, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice. Or call Thrivent at 800-847-4836,
and say “Thrivent Choice” when prompted. Thank you for your support!

Sponsor a Pet this Holiday Season and Give a Gift that Keeps on Giving
If you are not able to adopt “just one more,” you can still help by sponsoring one of our furry
friends this holiday season. It is also a great gift idea to honor those you love. By sponsoring a
pet, you provide food, care, and medical attention to them until they can find their forever home.
For less than $1/day, you can change a life. It is as easy as one, two, three:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Select a pet to sponsor - visit our website at www.cchumanesociety.com.
Choose sponsorship level - 1 month, 3 months or 6 months.
Complete payment through Paypal or send donation to CCHS.
Include the pet’s name that you would like to sponsor.
Your name will be proudly displayed on our
website with the sponsored pet and featured in CCHS newsletter.

Special thanks to all our summer 2019 sponsors
Caroline Penny
Sally Reagan
Terri Frew
Brittany Erickson
Tom & Pat Banfield
The Millers
Bruce Griffin
Anna Nault

Northern Lights Clubhouse
Patrice Etapa Hazellief
Devon & Anna
Robbie Schultz
Tarun Dam & Family
Naomi Terv
Check and Cash
Debbie Falk

Thank you for
sponsoring
CCHS animals!

CCHS extends our deep appreciation to all of our supporters, sponsors, special memorials and honorariums,
volunteers, staff and businesses for their continued support. Together we do make a difference.
Thank You!

Honoring Alec Fisher
Echo Trek is a fundraiser for both the Copper Country
Humane Society and the Alec Fisher Scholarship Fund. Alec was
an Environmental Engineering and Management Information
Systems double major with a minor in Psychology. As a busy
double major involved in student organizations, Alec still made
time to volunteer at Copper Country Humane Society as a dog
walker. The Humane Society is also where Alec met and adopted
his dog, Echo, a beautiful husky. Sadly, Alec lost his life in 2018
in a car accident. We hope to continue to honor Alec annually with
Echo Trek and look forward to your support.
Thank you to all of the sponsors, donors, volunteers, participants,
and the Fisher family for making Echo Trek a big success. A very
special thank you to Ted Simonsen, owner of Insight Wealth
Solutions, for being Echo Trek’s top corporate sponsor.

CCHS Honorariums
In Honor of ........................... Given By:
Person
Tracy Matkin ......................... Rosemarie Mattson
Sarah Vekaria ........................ Linda Kinnunen
Jennifer Misegan ................... Jake Misegan
Erica Jacobson ....................... Karen Jacobson
JoAnn Donofrio ..................... Jamie Lehto
Janet Turner ........................... Britt Baertlein
John & Cheryl Mattson ......... Dennis & Valerie Douglas
Billie Bloomfield ................... Bernadine McCarthy
CCHS Directors & Staff ........ Roger & Teresa Woods
Erin Lau ................................. Tim & Sandy Penny
Dana Johnson ........................ Jerome & Beverly Ecklund
Abby ...................................... James & Ellen Lahti

In Honor of .......................... Given By:
Pets
Molly .................................... Elsa Clement
Alec ....................................... Paul Kaurala & Jean Perala
Zeke & Toby ......................... Sally Reagan
Snoopy Trewartha ................. Terri Frew
Heikki ................................... Rudolph Maki
Nugget .................................. Mark Marosi
Chloe..................................... Edith Snortland
Taffy & LaTara ..................... Evelyn Goke
Snoopy .................................. Kay Roberts
Pendita .................................. Joyce North
Maxadoodle .......................... Gail Raffaelli
Jack & Happy Place .............. Shane & Sandra Place

CCHS Memorial
In Loving Memory of
Robert (Bob) Houle
The Reynolds Family
Debra Barna
Thomas Toutant
George & Judy Gill
Jamie & Amy Raffaelli
Tom & Karen Snyder
Marilyn Sporalski
Gary & Dodie Toutant
Robert & Carla Banfield

James & Carolyn Barron
Jerry Cuffe
Jay & Lori Hannon
Suzanne Houle
William & Nancy Lepisto
Allen & Judith Niemi
Patricia Ovist
David & Barbara Rossi
Kenneth Seaton

TOPS Club 806
Mike & Susie Aldrich
Suzanne Boxer
Sharon Cuffe
Paul & Patricia Doud
Viola, Mark & Timothy Halkola
James & Marcia Houle
Anna Koski
David & Kathleen Manderfiled

Kay Masters
Kay O’Connor
Rob & Ann Stancer
Bonnie Tellin
J.G. & D.K. Turner
Stephen & Shannon Vairo
Stan & Lou Ann Vitton
Joseph & Linda Watson
Frederick & Lori Wuori

CCHS Memorials
In Memory of ................... Given By:
Person

In Memory of ................... Given By:
Pets

Hartley & Esther Roberts ...... Kay Roberts
Hartley & Esther Roberts ...... Charles & Diane Roberts
Lucille Allwin ....................... Mary Jo Ferguson
Maxine Ballou ....................... William & Sally Anderson
Rudy Mattson ........................ Rosemarie Mattson
Gudrun Holstein .................... Rosemarie Mattson
Brunhilde Woolsey ................ Rosemarie Mattson
Vern & Paula Havens ............ Roland & Gloria McKinstry
Bob Sten ................................ Patricia Ovist
Sandy Whelan ....................... Beverly Salotti
Betrand Collomb ................... Ed & Jackie Trancik
Daisy Lemanski ..................... Robert Veeser
Steven Kela ........................... Arlene Kela
Zora Zubiena ......................... Jennie Fett
Ernest Griff............................ Donna Griff
Brian Wadaga ........................ Wesley & Susan Laitila
Bonnie Joyal .......................... Larry & Judee Binoniemi
William Martens .................... Terry & Wendy Collins
Florence Bashaw ................... Michael & Judy Dewyor
Kenneth A. Johnson .............. Michael & Janis Engle
Michael Jutila ........................ Carol Jutila
Terry Meyers ......................... Joni Meyers
Lee Byers .............................. Frances Petersen
Dick Pirhonen........................ Richard & Barbara Trudgeon
John W. Clark........................ Shirley Clark
John W. Clark........................ Suzanne Clark
Walter Archambeau ............... Kathleen Funkey
Pam Marshall Gasparovich ... Edith Marshall
Paul Alexander ...................... Kenneth Seaton
Brian Wadaga ........................ Peggy Wadaga
David Korhonen .................... Christine Korhonen
Glenn Franti .......................... Charles & Shar Sliger
Todd Morrison ...................... Tara Morrison
Nancy Ann Eckhart ............... Jerry & Cheryl Gadwa
Ellie Allen ............................. Pauline Kavesky
Jim Makela ............................ Ruth Clymer
Walt Archambeau .................. Ruth Clymer
Max Clymer .......................... Ruth Clymer
Alec Fisher ............................ Randall & Betty Simonsen
Alec Fisher ............................ Debby Filer
Alec Fisher ............................ Karen Zanotti
Alec Fisher ............................ Neil & Tammy Ahola
Maryann Juntunen & Smokey…….Marlene St. Clair

Impi ....................................... Rodger & Nancy Arola
Billy ...................................... Mary Long
Jenny ..................................... Patrick and Carol Marinich
Gonzo, Molly, Buggy
and Annabell ................ Rosemarie Mattson
Molly, Sabrina, Tasha
and Pricilla .................. Donald Mattson
Arlo ....................................... Richard & Ginger Powell
Twinkles, Penny, Tabby
Cindy and Wendy...... Rob & Grace Wetton
Trudy 1 & Nancy .................. Donna Griff
Pearl ...................................... John & Peg Malone
Pearl ...................................... Margret Malone
Kharma ................................. Roy & Janet Pikkarainen
Angel .................................... Bruce & Nancy Seely
Oliver & Libby...................... Janice Henkel
Maggie .................................. Lisa Chappell
Logan .................................... Brittany Erickson
Cupcake ................................ Hilary Anderson
Lacy ...................................... Bonnie Beimas
Izzy & Lucy Schmitt ............. Candie’s Corner Café
Ziyab & Pasand ..................... Mir Sadri & Lynn Anderson
Angel .................................... William & Sally Anderson
Beauford & Ollie .................. Bob & Sarah Barotono
Annie .................................... Jennifer Donovan
Nicky & Nelly....................... Carol Kirkish
Sweetie .................................. Keith Kippernolle & Maryelyn Geisler
Draper ................................... Dennis & Nancy Kubin
Sybil ...................................... Dennis & Nancy Kubin
Wesley .................................. Albert & Marjorie Marshall
Oliver .................................... Susan Peterson
Brandi, Shelby & Wilson ...... Jim & Jamie Plowe
Nemi ..................................... Bruce & Nancy Seely
Pebbles .................................. Joe & Marjorie Banovetz
Chester .................................. Sue Ellen Kingsley
Karly ..................................... Sue Mayer
AnnaBella & Bonnie ............. Robert & Beth Patterson
Sterling.................................. Rick Shoeder
Angel .................................... Steve & Kim Waisanen
Ned........................................ Carole Ahola
Hershey ................................. Rose Beveridge
Mac ....................................... Eric Monberg
Andy ..................................... Don & Kim Sorvisto
Mya & Seamus...................... Neil & Jean Hutzler
Taylor & Trixie ..................... Carrie Tapani
Bonzo .................................... Gary & Dodie Toutant
Bonzo .................................... Jerry Cuffe
Casey .................................... Jim & Eileen Balagna
Hershey ................................. Thomas & Renee McConnon
Xerox, Zoe & Willy .............. Phil & Michelle Morgan
Bessie .................................... Sue Marriott
Cindy, Wendy, Penny &
Twinkles................... Rob & Grace Wetton

In Loving Memory of
Jack Poynter
Joe & Gail Evans
Joseph & Linda Watson
Upward Talent Council
Tom & Betty Toutant
Anne Halgren
Bill & Peggy Jackson
Michigan Works
Laura Kucharczyk
Margaret Heiser
Daniel Liebau
Matthew & Amy Monte
Jim & Mamie Plowe
Margaret O’Neil
Dennis & Barbara Wiitanen
Karl & Carolyn Rundman
Diane Beauchamp
Richard & Barbara Trudgeon
Upward Talent Council & Michigan Works Managers

Memorials and Honorariums processed after November 15, 2019, will be featured in the spring newsletter. Thank you!
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P.O. Box 453
Houghton, MI 49931
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Incredible support from IncredibleBank
For 52 years, IncredibleBank has made support for the community a top priority by empowering team
members to volunteer and actively participate in organizations
and causes across our footprint. Every year, local IncredibleBank
branches are given a chance to provide organizations with financial support as well. These offices strive for diverse giving that
encompasses as many community need segments as possible.
The Houghton and Calumet teams are honored to support
children, veterans, local sport teams/schools, food banks, and
animals in need across
Houghton and
Copper Country Humane Society
Keweenaw Counties.
www.cchumanesociety.com
Email: contactus@cchumanesociety.com
The 2019 contributions
Photo - IncredibleBank President and CEO, Todd
906-487-9560
Nagel (L) with Market Manager, Stacy Hollenbeck (R)
to the Copper Country
presents donation to CCHS President, Laura Putwen.
Humane Society
Mailing Address:
were made as a
P.O. Box 453 Houghton MI 49931
collective effort of a group of passionate employees that value
Shelter Location:
South US 41 Nara Park Road
the work done by the organization and the votes of customers.
“Supporting the Copper Country Humane Society is just one way
we can help our community get to their incredible” says Stacy
Hollenbeck- Market Manager, IncredibleBank Houghton Office

Houghton MI 49931

Winter Hours: Mon, Wed & Fri - 3pm to 7pm
Saturday - 2pm to 7pm
Sun, Tue & Thu - By appointment only

